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Art in an UneXpected Place

SYNOPSES
LONG SYNOPSIS
The new half -hour documentary  Lens & Pens: Art in an Unexpected Place tells the story
of a poetry, painting, and photography workshop and its profound impact on three people
deemed by the criminal justice system ,not guilty b
the John Howard Pavilion —the former maximum  -security win g of Washingt on, DC*
St. Elizabeth “"s Hospital —patients Ronnie Crooks, Pamela Thomas, and Kevin McCain
ulti mately “l uck out” -swohceinali nwol &9 tameln chi ef of 1
Diagnosis Treatment Branch Ed Washington conceives the Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends
program.
Ed opens the film"s narrative as he expresses his in
the divide between this treatment population and the outside community. Framed by his
recoll ections of tlution, laped with intarvievs of Ronnie, Pam, and Kevin and
t he wor kshop" s t Headhars, Joy Jones tMaueeen Jais  -Mick, and Kate DeCiccio
(representing poetry, photography, and painting), 3
artwork, the docum ent ary gives every indication that Ed"s h

exhibits, performances, and even sales of their art, and with substantial leaps in artistic skill
and self -confidence, Ronnie, Pam, and Kevin grow beyond anything they could have
imagined —and must now balance a newfound freedom with an uncertain future.

SHORT SYNOPSIS

Lens & Pens: Art in an Unexpected Place tells the inspiring story of a poetry, painting,

and photography workshop and its profound impact on “criminally insane " patients held under

maxi mum security at Washington, DC*" s, St . Elizabeth
entire |life at “St . E“s,” others have |l eft the ho
continue to develop themselves and their art —ifthey “can just keep the pie
Featuring Ronnie, Pam, and Kevin, three patient - participants whose lives are transformed by

the workshop; its founder, social worker Ed Washington; and its three dedicated volunteer -
teachers.

www.lensandpens.net A documentary written and produced by Deborah J. Schull

deborahjschull@lensandpens.net  202.297.9564 in association with WHUT
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LENS & PENS AT ST. ELIZABETHS

St . Elizabeths Hospital is Washington, DC*" s, publ i c
landmark. It specializes in inpatient care for those with acute mental illness. The pioneering
mental health reformer Dorothea Dix founded the hospital in 1855, and ever since it has

played a leading role as an advocate for the humane treatment of the mentally ill. For much

of the 20 ™ century, the hospital has also been a center for psychiatric research and training.

In 2010 the hospital moved f rom its original location in Northeast Washington, DC, to a new
home, 1100 Alabama Avenue, in Southeast Washington, DC.

THE ARTS W ORKSHOP

“Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends ” was born in 1989 in St. El i zadbet h
maximum -security evaluation and treatment facility for those deemed by the judicial system
“not guilty by reason of insanity."” The program qgu
photography, poetry, and painting led by a photographer, a poet, and a painter, all
volunteer s . Participants*® photographs and paintings hav

published and broadcast to acclaim in the greater Washington, DC, area

AArt confirms wedre not al on e-makifichiethematatdonstipsrtbeat of ar t
develop between a creator and his or her subject matter, viewer, and collaborators.

The content t hat finds its way into everyoneds art.
deep mor sels of human suffering and the stamina to relentlessly seek resolution.

Art -making is a declaration to be heard, to highlight a feeling or vision that seems

personally important. Artists burrow into the intimate nooks of their most

perplexing emotions and birth artwork that reflects their will to reach out to

others. 0 Kate DiCiccio, Volunteer Artist, Painting

A documentary written and produced by Deborah J. Schull
in association with WHUT




Lens & Pens:

Art in an UneXpected Place

PATIENT -PARTICIPANTS

RONNIE CROOKS , PAINTER

Ronnie developed an interest in art as early as the third grade. He
recalls watching a  fellow student draw in class and yearning to
know where to begin his own quest toward becoming an artist. He
found himself admiring trees and all of the perfect spaces between
the branches. While overwhelmed by the desire to draw the trees,

fear thatheco ul dn "t honor their full beauty
him. Years later, Ronnie began a small series of tiny line drawings

entitl ed “Sticks and Twigs,”’ t he pro
contemplating the | inear beauty he®"d o

work at St. E  lizabeths quickly progressed from a continuation of these line drawings to larger and more
colorful canvases, from markers to acrylic paint, and, in the past year, to watercolors. His works have
been displayed at conferences of the Pan -American Health Orga nization.

PAMELA THOMAS , POET

I was born in 1955 and educated in the DC Public School System and left

my 11 ™ year and became a G.E.D. graduate. In 1972 | joined the Power
Movement and | began a long tenure in the school of Streetology ; which
in many ways still continues. | was sheltered through this tenure by the

good folks of Saint Elizabeths Hospital, my mental health treatment

providers. Streetology has taught me some
| deserve t o sur vinicvee, for, at reevér eat dor , * N
authority,™" and ,an admiration and appreci
beings." These days | hold the very fulfilling LemssPertsi on o

Brushes & Friends program. | am also an em ployee of CVS Pharmacy, Inc.

KEVIN McCAIN , PHOTOGRAPHER

Kevin first knew he took good pictures when as a child he snapped
some shots of his brother. His whimsical photographs from St.
Elizabeths Hospital, such as a shot of a cap slung jauntily from a fire
hydrant, seem to be his way of expressing an inner feeling of freedom.

The Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends  program has inspired in him a desire
to teach young people. Kevin remains under maximum security at St.
Elizabeths.

www.lensandpens.net A documentary written and produced by Deborah J. Schull

deborahjschull@lensandpens.net 202.297.9564 in association with WHUT
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FOUNDER & VOLUNTEER -TEACHERS

F_. ED W ASHINGTON , FOUNDER , LENS, PENS, BRUSHES & FRIENDS

!

Edward Washington is a Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker,

now retired. While at St. Elizabeths Hospital, he was chief of the

Substance Abuse Treatment Program, Forensic Inpatient Services. He
has long been interested in enhancing the reintegration efforts of

persons who have known social isolation by virtue of their mental illness.

MAUREEN JAIS -MIcK , PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP LEADER

Maureen Jais -Mick is currently director of Community Outreach and Volunteer

Services at Saint Elizabeths Hospital. Previously, she was a volunteer with Lens,
Pens, Brushes & Friends at Saint E lizabeths while working as director of
Development and Community Outreach at Green Door, a program that supports

adults with mental illness who live in the community. Before joining the staff of
Green Door, she was director of Development at N Street Village, a community for
homeless women and low  -income families.

Joy JONES, POETRY GROUP LEADER

Joy Jones is a performer, playwright, and author of several books: Between Black
Women: Listening with the Third Ear ; Private Lessons: A Book of Meditations for
Teachers ; and Tambourine Moon . Her plays have appeared on stages in California,
New York, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Washington, DC. Her Outdoor Recess won the
Promising Playwrights Award from Colonial Players of Annapolis, Maryland, in 1997.

She also directs The Spoken Word, a poetry performance ensemble. Her latest pr oject
is developing an “Adul't Doubl e Dutch” progr
American women. And she is director of Community Relations for the Psychiatric

Institute of Washington.

KATE DECicclo , PAINTING GROUP LEADER

Kate DeCiccio has been facilitating an art group for inmates with mental
illness at San Quentin Prison since 2008 . She maintains good contact with

the artists from her group at St . Elizabeths and has shown their artwork
in San Francisco. Kate continues to be very dedicated to th e community
artist®s rol e in addressing America“"s ob:

particularly people with mental illness, from community life. In both her artwork and practice, Kate
focuses on loneliness, humor, and the importance of joy in everyday life

www.lensandpens.net A documentary written and produced by Deborah J. Schull
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CREDITS AND BIOS

W RITER /P RODUCER : DEBORAH J. SCHULL

fiHer writing and research skills are superb; her grasp of
the visual language of film is impressive. She brings a real
sense of maturity and perspective to the work.oo

Andrew Walworth
President, Grace Creek Media

Deborah has often incorporated the arts into her wide -ranging career as writer, producer,
attorney, and instructional designer. She produced episodes on language with William Safire
and on the comic writings of S.J. Perelman for the award -winning PBS serie s Think Tank ;

served as public relations director for Washington Area Lawyers for the Arts and the
Metropolitan Opera Guild Education Department; and won First Prize from the American

Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) for an essay on ra p music, digital
sampling, copyright, and the first amendment. A board member of the Television, Internet,

and Video Association of DC (TIVA  -DC), Deborah currently freelances in DC and New York

producing training and marketing videos and writing film treat  ments, museum audio tours,
interactive web materials, and legal appellate briefs for government, corporate, and nonprofit

clients. She is also developing a music -based travel series for television . Deborah has earned
top industry awards for her writing and producing in  video, web, multimedia, and print:

Sexual Assault: Staying on Guard (National Guard Training Video) (Scriptwriter)

AAurora Award - Gold (2006)
ACommunicator Award of Distinction (2006)

Department of Defense Acquisition , Technology & Logistics Careers Center ( WTiter)
AAPEX Award for Web and Intranet Site Content and Writing (2006)

TEAM Toolkit: Your Famil y Readiness Group (Multimedia Training Program) (Writer)
ACommunicator Award, Honorable Mention (2005)

Magpies of the Music World: Rap Music, Digital Sampling, Copyright and the First

Amendment (Writer)

AFirst Prize, American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) Essay
Competition in Copyright Law (1991)

www.lensandpens.net A documentary written and produced by Deborah J. Schull

deborahjschull@lensandpens.net 202.297.9564 in association with WHUT
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SUPERVISING PRODUCER : CobYy Cox

University Television. He is responsible for supervising and coordinating all
WHUT productions for both internal and external clients. He assists in
researching and writing television prog ram scripts, while maintaining the
- highest level of editorial content and television production values. Prior to
joining WHUT, Cody worked as the webcast producer/production assistant at
B / Newseum Radio and at the Freedom Forum, where he managed all aspects
i s f, producing a weekly international radio program aired on National Public Radio
Worldwide and the South African Broadcasting Corporation. He holds a B.S. in
Telecommunications, Television/Radio Studio Operations, from Morgan State University in
Baltimore, Maryland.

EDITOR : DAWNE LANGFORD

Dawne Langford is an award -winning editor who currently works at
WHUT/PBS performing all aspects of TV production. She also works as a
freelance producer, media consultant, and editor specializing in
partnering with eme rging filmmakers, artists, advocacy groups, and
journalists. Dawne has also worked as a video art curator, new media
marketer, and video and graphic arts instructor. A long road has led to

the dedication to create media that is educational, inspiring, and

showcasing viewpoints of the under -represented.
Associate Producer: Tamainia Davis -Tanner
Sound Coordinator: M. Frances Eargle
Cameraman: Mike Davis

Origin:  The idea for this documentary was conceived by Jennifer Lawson, general manager,
WHUT-TV (Howard University Public Television), Washington, DC.

Funding:  The film was made possible in part by a grant from the DC Commission on the Arts
and Humanities, an agency supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts.

Contact for the Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends Program: Maureen Jais -Mi ¢ k .
maureen.jais -mick@dc.gov (2025220299
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Deborah J. Schull (Writer/Producer)
deborahjschull@lensandpens.net
202 -297 -9564

Dawne Langford (Editor)
dawne.langford@gmailcom

Cody Cox (Supervising Producer)
c_cox@howard.edu

Ed Washington (Founder, Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends )
edorawash@verizon.net

Maureen Jais - Mick (Photography Group Leader)
maureen.jais - mick@dc.gov
202 -299 -5220

Joy Jones (Poetry Group Leader)
www.thespokensonline.org

Kate DiCiccio (Painting Group Leader)
paintnski@hotmail.com

Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends Program
maureen.jais -mick@dc.gov
202 -299 -5220

“Often persons being served under these circumstan

mental health professional alike as dangerous psychopaths, similar to those depicted in the

movie Silence of the Lambs. All too often these patients, who may already be struggling with
doubts and insecurities related to their successful re -entry into the community, being to
mirror society"s perception of t hem. Some have
remain behind the protective walls of the hospital rather than face the stigmatization that
they may endure upon returning to the community. The Department of Mental Hea Ith has
responded to these issues by providing a wide variety of treatment interventions and

supportive services. The Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends program was co nceived as an adjunct

to these servi ces and ha s demonstrated early success in providing an environment that
contributes t o-egieerh and their ability ® énlerbict productively with members of

the community at | a r grastahtasd, ghe prejettyhasaliowed people to dream
and experience the beauty that daring dreams might offer. "
Edward Washington, Founder, Lens, Pens, Brushes & Friends
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